
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
  Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during November: 

Songleader: Peter (6), Stanley (13), Larry 
(20), Peter (27) 

Reading: Peter 
Announcements: Larry 
Table: Marty, Stanley, Mike M, Mike B 

Wednesday Lesson: Kris (2), 
Larry (9), Stanley (16), Kris 
(23), Larry (30) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): 
On Winter vacation… 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“…Therefore to him 
that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.”  
 

— James 4:17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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Now  is
the  Time 

by Dee Bowman 
 

I have no doubt that most 
Christians want to do what is right. 
They want to be good Bible 
students; they want to teach their 
neighbors; they want to make use 
of their abilities to further the 
cause of Christ. So, what is it that 
keeps them from doing it? 

Actually that’s a hard question. 
And what makes it hard to answer 
is that people are different. What 
might be the answer for one 
person wouldn’t be the answer for 
another. You’d have to know each 
person’s measure of talent, his 
background, where his best 
opportunities are, and perhaps a 
dozen other things about him to 
properly answer the question. 

But there is one thing that 

seems to me to be lacking in 
almost every person who intends 
to grow and develop in the 
kingdom, who intends to be a 
good Bible student, who intends to 
reach out and bring some persons 
to the Lord, but never quite gets 
around to it. Urgency. A sense of 
urgency. And the Bible seems to 
agree with that assessment, for it 
is replete with such terminology as 
“give diligence,” “give 
attendance,” “be strong,” “be 
instant,” “take heed,” “watch ye,” 
“let us therefore fear,” “give the 
more earnest heed,” “exhort one 
another today,” “let us run,” and 
literally dozens of others which 
point up the disposition of urgency 
that ought to characterize each of 



us. 
There are several reasons why 

we need to accelerate our efforts 
and intensify our attempts. 
Consider them and see if they 
won’t have you see the need for a 
sense of urgency. 

The most obvious reason for 
urgency in our live is that time 
passes so quickly. Just turn around 
and a month has gone, then 
another, and turn around again 
and it’s a year. Things change. 
People get older (I know!). And 
how often have you intended to do 
something only to have the 
opportunity slip away on account 
of your procrastination? We 
cannot seem to learn that to put 
off something is not tantamount 
to getting it done. Procrastination 
can never serve for 
accomplishment. What deserves 
attention today should be done 
today. And no amount of mere 
good intentions will suffice for the 
doing. Just as an example, there is 
a kind of urgency attached to 
James 4:17: “Therefore, to him 
that knoweth to do good and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
Please note that the verse is set in 
a context having to do with time. 
There may not be any tomorrow, 
so we best do it today. 

And so we see that since we 
cannot predict the future, and we 
don’t really know what’s going to 

happen next, we should do what 
we can now. But that same thing 
applies to others as well. We don’t 
know what may happen to others, 
either. How often have we 
intended to help someone know 
the Lord only to read about their 
death in the obituary column? 
How sad it is to think about the 
untimely death of some wayward 
brother whom we intended to 
admonish, but just never did get 
around to it. The cord of life is 
fragile, and no one knows when it 
will suddenly be broken. So it 
behooves each of us to do what we 
can today. 

Talent that is not used tends to 
diminish, while talent that is used 
improves. There is a kind of 
urgency involved in that. If we are 
to develop the abilities we have, 
we must put them to use. If we 
don’t, they will likely wither away. 
In the parable of the talents we 
observe both the joy of growth 
and the stagnation which is caused 
by inaction. The two men who 
made increase did so because they 
started immediately to put the 
work what they had been given. 
The one talent man lost even that 
sum of money he started with 
simply because he never used it. 
We are the same. We have to learn 
the value of using what we have at 
once, lest we lose it to habitual 
sloth. 

There is work to be done in the 
kingdom. And there are not 
enough people doing it. How 
about you? Are you impressed 
with the necessity of doing what 
you can? Are you actively involved 
in doing today what needs to be 
done. If you are not, I beg you to 
understand the urgency of the 

present situation and begin at 
once to make use of the time and 
talent you have to carry on the 
work that needs to be done. No 
matter how much or how little you 
have, you should have a real sense 
of urgency regarding its use in the 
kingdom of the Lord. 

 

My Bible and I 
 

We’ve traveled together, my Bible and I. 
Through all kinds of weather with smile or with sigh. 

In sorrow or sunshine, in tempest or calm— 
Its friendship unchanging, my lamp and my psalm. 

We’ve traveled together, my Bible and I. 
When life had grown weary, and death e’en was nigh. 

But all through the darkness of mist or of wrong, 
I found there a solace, a prayer, and a song. 

So now who shall part us, my Bible and I? 
Shall “isms” or “schisms,” or “new lights” who try? 

Shall shadow for substance, or stone for good bread, 
Supplant thy sound wisdom, give folly instead? 

Ah, no, my dear Bible, exponent of light! 
Thou sword of the Spirit, put error to flight! 

And all through life’s journey until my last sigh, 
We’ll travel together—my Bible and I. 

—Anonymous, via Poems for Sunshine and Shadow, p8.  
 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Joyce continues to deal with 
cancer. Betty has heard from her 
oncologist, and is pursuing the first 
of several options; Robert hasn’t 
had any news following wearing a 
heart monitor. Please continue to 

remember Carolyn Dennis and Dot 
Hice. Also, please pray for fruit from 
Bible studies, whether personal, or 
correspondence course; and 
courage for brethren in difficult 
places. 


